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RELATING TO HOUSING 

 Senate Bill No. 1, Proposed S.D. 1:  establishes the ALOHA Homes Program 

under the Hawaii Housing Finance and Development Corporation (HHFDC) to facilitate 

the development of low-cost homes for sale to Hawaii residents on State-owned land 

near rail stations of the Honolulu rail transit system, to be known as the urban 

redevelopment district (URD); establishes guidelines within the URD and provisions 

related to the sale of leasehold interest of ALOHA homes; exempts land set aside or 

leased to the HHFDC from the definition of public lands in Section 171-2, HRS; 

establishes the ALOHA Homes Revolving Fund (AHRV); exempts the AHRV (except for 

administrative expenditures and except as otherwise provided by law) from 

appropriation or allotment; appropriates $100,000 in general funds for FY 20 to be 

deposited into the AHRV; appropriates $100,000 from the AHRV for FY 20 for 

expenditures related to the creation of the fund; and authorizes the HHFDC to sell the 

leasehold interest in residential condominium units located on State lands for lease 

terms of 99 years. 

 As a matter of general policy, the department does not support the creation of 

any revolving fund which does not meet the requirements of Section 37-52.4, HRS.  

Revolving funds should:  1) serve a need as demonstrated by the purpose, scope of 

work and an explanation why the program cannot be implemented successfully under 

the general fund appropriation process; 2) reflect a clear nexus between the benefits 
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sought and charges made upon the users or beneficiaries or a clear link between the 

program and the sources of revenue; 3) provide an appropriate means of financing for 

the program or activity; and 4) demonstrate the capacity to be financially self-sustaining.  

In regards to Senate Bill No. 1, Proposed S.D. 1, it is difficult to determine whether the 

proposed revolving fund would be self-sustaining. 

 Thank you for your consideration of our comments. 
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Testimony of 

SUZANNE D. CASE 
Chairperson 

 
Before the Senate Committees on  

HOUSING  
AND 

WATER AND LAND 
AND 

GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS 
Thursday, January 31, 2019 

1:15pm 
State Capitol, Conference Room 225 

 
In consideration of 

SENATE BILL 1, PROPOSED SENATE DRAFT 1   
RELATING TO HOUSING 

 
Senate Bill 1, Proposed Senate Draft 1 proposes to establish the ALOHA Homes Program under 
the Hawaii Housing Finance and Development Corporation (HHFDC) to facilitate the 
development of low-cost homes for sale to Hawaii residents on state-owned and county-owned 
land near rail stations of the Honolulu rail transit system, to be known as the urban redevelopment 
district. The bill also proposes to establish guidelines within the urban redevelopment district and 
provisions related to the sale of leasehold interest of ALOHA homes. The bill proposes to exempt 
land set aside or leased to the HHFDC from the definition of public lands in Section 171-2, Hawaii 
Revised Statutes (HRS). The measure also proposes to establish the ALOHA Homes Revolving 
Fund and authorizes the HHFDC to adopt rules pursuant to chapter 91, HRS.  The Department 
of Land and Natural Resources (Department) offers the following comments and 
amendment to the measure:   
 
The public purpose of this bill is to increase the affordable residential leasehold units in the State 
of Hawaii.  When the State lands are no longer needed for the stated affordable homes project, the 
lands ought to be returned to the Department of Land and Natural Resources to be used for other 
public purposes by the department or other agencies.  Therefore, the Department recommends 
amending the bill by adding a new section to be appropriately designated: 
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“§   -  State lands no longer needed.  State lands no longer 

needed for affordable residential leasehold units by the Hawaii 

housing finance and development corporation shall be returned to 

the department of land and natural resources.” 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this measure.    
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DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TOURISM 

HAWAII HOUSING FINANCE AND DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
677 QUEEN STREET, SUITE 300 
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IN REPLY REFER TO: 
 
 

Statement of 
Craig K. Hirai 

Hawaii Housing Finance and Development Corporation 
Before the 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON HOUSING 
SENATE COMMITTEE ON WATER AND LAND 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS 
January 31, 2019 at 1:15 p.m. 

State Capitol, Room 225 

In consideration of 
S.B. 1, PROPOSED S.D. 1 
RELATING TO HOUSING. 

The HHFDC supports the intent of S.B. 1, Proposed S.D. 1, which is intended to 
utilize state lands to substantially increase the housing supply.  We are willing to 
continue working with the joint committees on refining this ambitious measure. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 
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Statement of 

LEO R. ASUNCION 

Planning Program Administrator II, Office of Planning 

before the 

SENATE COMMITTEES ON HOUSING,  

WATER AND LAND, AND GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS 

Thursday, January 31, 2019 

1:15 PM 

State Capitol, Conference Room 225 
  

in consideration of 

SB 1, PROPOSED SD1 

RELATING TO HOUSING. 
 

Chairs Chang, Kahale and Thielen, Vice Chairs Kanuha, Keith-Agaran, and Inouye, and 

Members of the Senate Committees on Housing, Water and Land, and Government Operations. 
 

The Office of Planning (OP) offers comments as we appreciate the overall concept of this 

bill as it includes initiatives supportive of our goals and objectives, but we are concerned about 

the cost and implementation implications generated by this proposal. 

 

OP defers to the Hawaii Housing Finance and Development Corporation as to the 

implementation and refinement of this measure.   

 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure. 



 
Testimony Presented Before the 
Senate Committee on Housing 

Senate Committee on Water and Land 
Senate Committee on Government Operations 

January 31, 2019 at 1:15 p.m. 
by 

Kalbert K. Young 
Vice President for Budget and Finance/CFO 

University of Hawai‘i System 
 
 
SB 1 Proposed SD1 – RELATING TO HOUSING 
 
Chairs Chang, Kahele, and Thielen, Vice Chairs Kanuha, Keith-Agaran, and Inouye, and 
members of the Committees: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony on SB 1 Proposed SD1. 
 
This proposed bill target the development of low-cost homes for sale to Hawai‘i residents on 
State-owned and County-owned land near rail stations of the Honolulu rail transit system. 
 
While the University of Hawai‘i (UH) does not comment on the viability of establishing a new 
housing agency within the State, the University does understands and appreciates the intent 
to address the need to supply more affordable housing options.  Faculty, staff, and students 
of the University are severely impacted from the (lack of) availability of more affordable 
housing options.  Increasing housing options near rail stations of the Honolulu rail transit 
system could be a viable means to address the shortage issue. 
 
However, the UH has land inventory throughout the State, only some of which are potentially 
viable for housing.  Some lands are also near the eventual Honolulu rail transit system, but 
the University is already in progress to develop or utilize these areas for uses that are to meet 
and address UH’s higher education needs.  Some of these land development objectives may 
include provisions for student and faculty rental housing as needed per campus. 
 
The University is also exploring options to develop its properties to generate revenues for 
campus operations to help reduce the burden on tuition revenues or public appropriated 
funds.  If this bill intends to take all public lands away from any development that is not 
affordable housing, then this bill will reduce our opportunity to maximize revenue generation 
on its properties.  The University is not opposed, or even precluded, from seeking to develop 
a myriad of housing types on its properties, but is opposed to being precluded from 
generating viable mixtures of use on its lands. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify on SB 1 Proposed SD1. 



https://dbedt.hawaii.gov/hhfdc/files/2017/03/State_HHPS2016_Report_031317_final.pdf
http://www.oha.org/wp-content/uploads/NH-Homeownership-FactSheet-2016.pdf
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with Committee members to develop draft language that may address our underlying 
concerns.  Mahalo nui loa for the opportunity to testify. 
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January 31, 2019

The Honorable Stanley Chang, Chair
and Members of the Committee on Housing

The Honorable Kaiali‘i Kahele, Chair
and Members of the Committee on Water and Land

The Honorable Laura H. Thielen, Chair
and Members of the Committee on Government Operations

Hawaii State Senate
Hawaii State Capitol
415 South Beretania Street
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chairs Chang, Kahele, Thielen, and Committee Members:

Subject: Senate Bill No. 1, Proposed SD 1
Relating to Housing

The Department of Planning and Permitting (DPP) offers comments on Senate Bill No.
1, proposed SD 1, which would establish the ALOHA homes program under the Hawaii Housing
Finance and Development Corporation to facilitate the development of low-cost homes for sale
to Hawaii residents on state-owned and county-owned land near rail stations of the Honolulu rail
transit system, to be known as the urban redevelopment district.

We applaud the intent of this program -— to take bold actions to increase the supply of
affordable homes for local families — and to maintain their affordability for generations. We also
support building housing on state lands near rail stations. However, we have concerns about
some elements of the Bill.

The Bill appears to ignore the City’s decade of community-based planning to develop
neighborhood transit-oriented development (TOD) plans, a TOD special district and design
guidelines, TOD zoning, and a TOD infrastructure strategy. We have worked with State
agencies and the State lnteragency TOD Council to incorporate State goals and priorities into
those policies and investments, and recommend building on this prior work, rather than starting
with all new plans and policies for a new state urban redevelopment district. If additional density
is needed to meet production goals, we are glad to discuss that.

The Bill should not include development of City-owned lands by the State. With nearly
2,000 acres of State lands available near rail stations, we think there is sufficient land for
decades of production without a “taking” of City lands.
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The Honorable Kaiali‘i Kahele, Chair
and Members of the Committee on Water and Land

The Honorable Laura H. Thielen, Chair
and Members of the Committee on Government Operations

Hawaii State Senate
January 31, 2019
Senate Bill No. 1, Proposed SD 1
Page 2

While it is an admirable goal to sell all units to families at 80% of AMI, we are not sure
this goal is appropriate either economically or socially — especially at the massive scale
envisioned. The Singapore model works well under their system, but most major public housing
efforts in the US have moved from all-low-income to a mixed-income model. The mixed-income
approach helps projects to pencil, and provides a broader range of incomes to support
neighborhood businesses, with a more inclusive social mix. Since many local families earn well
under the 80% AMI range, we would also recommend including some rental projects (or rent-to-
own) in the mix.

We appreciate the effort to craft a bold housing production strategy, and would be glad
to work with you to refine it to something we can support. Thank you for the opportunity to
testify.

Very truly yours,

Kathy K. okugawa
Acting Director



SB-1 
Submitted on: 1/31/2019 8:48:40 AM 
Testimony for HOU on 1/31/2019 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

William Spence 
Testifying for Maui 

Department of Housing 
and Human Concerns 

Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha committee members, 

My name is William Spence and I am the Acting Director of Maui's Department of 
Housing and Human Concerns.  I apologize for this late submittal but want to offer my 
support for this bill. 

Solving our housing problems is going to take innovation and going outside the 
box.  While this bill will not affect Maui County, it definitely steps outside of our normal 
thought processes and has the potential to bring much needed housing to Oahu's 
residents..  
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HAWAII GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION
AFSCME Local 152, AFL-CIO

RANDY PERREIRA, ExecutiveDirector • Tel: 808.543.0011 • Fax: 808.528.0922

The Thirtieth Legislature,Stateof Hawaii
The Senate

Committeeon Housing
Committeeon Waterand Land

Committeeon GovernmentOperations

Testimonyby
Hawaii GovernmentEmployeesAssociation

January31, 2019

S.B. 1, PROPOSEDS.D. 1 —

RELATING TO HOUSING

The Hawaii Government Employees Association, AFSCME Local 152, AFL-CIO conceptually
supportslegislation that addressesHawaii’s need for affordablehousing. The proposedS.D. 1 of
S.B. 1 establishesthe ALOHA homesprogramunderthe Hawaii Housing Financeand Development
Corporation to facilitate the developmentof low-cost homes to Hawaii residentson government-
owned land in the urbanredevelopmentdistrict of Oahu.

Although we representa diverse group of employeesincluding nurses,secretaries,and engineers,
too many of our membersare struggling to make endsmeet. The majority of the stateand county
governmentworkforce pays40% of the total cost of their medical premium, which dependingon the
plan and type of enrollment, can be as high as $1,300 per month for family coverage. Their
compensationpackage,coupledwith Hawaii’s high cost of living, is simply unaffordableand forces
many governmentemployeesto take second, and sometimesthird, jobs just to get by. Local
residentsdeservefinancial relief, including the ability to purchasean affordablehome.

While we can supportthe needfor more affordablehousingfor Hawaii residents,we are also keenly
awarethat in orderfor the ALOHA homesprogramto succeed,we must ensurecommunitysupport,
find the appropriatebalancebetweenmega-densitydevelopmentin existing neighborhoodsand the
preservationof our natural resources,and guaranteethat our city infrastructure,inclusive of roads,
sewer,and electricsystems,can adequatelyhandlethe addedcapacity.

We fully recognizethat the conceptsoutlined in the proposedS.D. 1 are a departurefrom traditional
methods to addressour affordable housing crisis and feel strongly that this measurewarrants
continuedand on-goingdiscussion.

Thankyou for the opportunityto testify on S.B. 1.

ExecutiveDirector

AF SCM E
LOCAL 152, AFL-CIO

888 MILILANI STREET, SUITE 401 HONOLULU, HAWAII 96813-2991
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O`ahu County Committee on Legislative Priorities (OCCLP) 

 
COMMITTEE ON HOUSING 

Senator Stanley Chang, Chair 
Senator Dru Mamo Kanuha, Vice Chair 

 
COMMITTEE ON WATER AND LAND 

Senator Kaiali`i Kahele, Chair 
Senator Gilbert S.C. Keith-Agaran, Vice Chair 

 
COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS 

Senator Laura H. Theilen, Chair 
Senator Lorraine R. Inouye, Vice Chair 

 
DATE: Thursday, January 31, 2019 

TIME: 1:15 p.m.  
PLACE: Conference Room 225, State Capitol 

 

RE: SB 1 Relating to Housing 
 

Aloha mai kakou Chair Chang, Vice Chair Kanuha, and Members of the Committee on Housing; 
Chair Kahele, Vice Chair Keith-Agaran, and Members of the Committee on Water and Land; Chair 
Theilen, Vice Chair Inouye and Members of the Committee on Government Operation: 
 

The O`ahu County Committee on Legislative Priorities (OCCLP) of the Democratic Party of 

Hawai`i (DPH) hereby submits its testimony in SUPPORT of SB 1 relating to the Housing. 

 SB 1 establishes the ALOHA homes program under the Hawaii Housing Finance and 
Development Corporation to facilitate the development of low-cost homes for sale to Hawaii 
residents on state-owned and county-owned land near rail stations of the Honolulu rail transit 
system, to be known as the urban redevelopment district.   It establishes guidelines within the 
urban redevelopment district. Establishes provisions related to the sale of leasehold interest of 
ALOHA homes.  SB 1 exempts land set aside or leased to the Hawaii Housing Finance and 
Development Corporation from the definition of public lands in section 171-2, HRS. Establishes 
the ALOHA homes revolving fund. SB 1 authorizes the Hawaii Housing Finance and Development 
Corporation to adopt rules pursuant to chapter 91, Hawaii Revised Statutes. 
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 We will expand programs to prevent displacement of existing residents, especially in 

Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander communities; create affordable and workforce housing; and 
preserve neighborhood-serving nonprofit organizations and small businesses.  We will 
reinvigorate housing production programs, repair public housing, and increase funding for rental 
assistance programs.  We will fight for robust funding to end homelessness in our cities and 
counties once and for all, through targeted investment to provide the necessary outreach, social 
series, and housing options for all populations experiencing homelessness.  We will engage in a 
stronger, more coordinated, and better funded partnership among Federal, State, and local 
governments to end chronic homelessness. Democratic Party of Hawai`i Platform (2018), p. 6, 
ln. 13-33. 

 
 For the foregoing reasons, OCCLP supports SB 1 and urges its passage out of the 

Committee on Housing, Committee on Water and Land, and Committee on Government 

Operations. 

 

 Mahalo nui loa 

 Me ka `oia`i`o 

 

 /s/ Melodie Aduja 

 Melodie Aduja 

Chair, O`ahu County Committee on Legislative Priorities of the Democratic Party of 

Hawai`i 

Ph. (808) 258-8889 

Email: legislativepriorities@gmail.com 

 

 

  
 





  

the developer agreed to provide and as codified in all ALOHA homes developer 
agreements. 

 
Under 201H-E Rules; guidelines add subpart (c) after subpart (b) on general development 
principles: 
 

(c) The corporation shall require Community Benefits Agreements be included in all 
Developer Agreements to uphold the stated principles.  The corporation shall provide 
ample opportunity for Community Benefits Agreements to be created by community 
members who reside within the urban redevelopment district zip code and prior to 
contracting a developer partner.  The corporation may contract a third-party nonprofit 
organization to facilitate the creation of Community Benefits Agreements.  Community 
Benefits Agreements may include, but are not limited to: 

o A first source housing and hiring program targeting ALOHA units and job 
opportunities to households from the area earning $75,000 annually or less 
and those displaced by the project; 

o Creation of parks and recreation areas; 
o Protection, preservation, and restoration of rchaeological, historic, and cultural 

sites, and the ahupuaa more generally;  
o Space for community gardens; 
o Commissioning of community art by local artists, 
o Small business opportunities for local entrepreneurs, and; 
o Standards for responsible contracting and leasing decisions. 

 
Should changes to the urban redevelopment district plan be made, the corporation shall 
provide ample opportunity for Community Benefits Agreements to be amended by 
community members who reside within the urban redevelopment district zip code and 
prior to changes being adopted. 
 
Community Benefits Agreements will be legally-binding agreements enforceable by the 
corporation and the community. 

 
Amend the bill to establish an ALOHA homes authority to ensure community 
representation and inclusion of key experts, including Native Hawaiian cultural specialists 
and environmental specialists.  It is critical to create the structure necessary for community 
members to have a voice in the ALOHA homes development process.  Without establishment of 
the authority and representation of community members and key experts, ALOHA homes will 
face barriers and opposition that could stop or significantly slow down the development process. 
 
Our organization recommends the following language be added to the bill.  The language has 
been informed by HRS 206E-3 Hawaii community development authority; established. 
 

Aloha homes authority; established. 
 
(a)  There is established the ALOHA homes authority, which shall be a body corporate 
and a public instrumentality of the State, for the purpose of implementing this chapter.  
The authority shall be placed within the department of the hawaii housing finance and 
development for administrative purposes. 



  

 
(b)  The authority shall consist of: 

 
(1) The director of finance, or the director's designee;  
 
(2) The director of transportation, or the director's designee;  
 
(3) One Native Hawaiian cultural specialist nominated by the Office of Hawaiian 
Affairs; 
 
(4) One specialist representing an environmental entity; 
 
(5) One at-large member; 
 
(6) One at-large member nominated by the speaker of the house 
 
(7) One at-large member nominated by the senate president 
 
(8) Three representatives of the urban redevelopment district, comprising two 
residents and one small business owner or director of a nonprofit who reside 
within the urban redevelopment district zip code, nominated by the neighborhood 
boards in which urban redevelopment district is located; 
 
(9) The director of the state office of planning and director of planning and 
permitting of each county in which the urban redevelopment district is located or 
the directors’ designees, who shall serve in an ex officio, nonvoting capacity; and 
 
(10) The chairperson of the Hawaiian homes commission or the chairperson’s 
designee, who shall serve in an ex officio, nonvoting capacity. 

 
In the event of a vacancy, a member shall be appointed to fill the vacancy in the 
same manner as the original appointment within thirty days of the vacancy or 
within ten days of the senate's rejection of a previous appointment, as applicable.  
 
The terms of the director of finance and director of transportation shall run 
concurrently with each official's term in office. The terms of the appointed voting 
members shall be for four years, commencing July 1 and expiring on June 30.  
 

(c) Notwithstanding section 92-15, a majority of all eligible voting members as specified 
in this subsection shall constitute a quorum to do business, and the concurrence of a 
majority of all eligible voting members as specified in this subsection shall be necessary 
to make any action of the authority valid. All members shall continue in office until their 
respective successors have been appointed and qualified. Except as herein provided, no 
member appointed under this subsection shall be an officer or employee of the State or its 
political subdivisions.  
 



  

(d) The authority shall appoint the executive director, who shall be the chief executive 
officer of the authority. The authority shall set the salary of the executive director, who 
shall serve at the pleasure of the authority and shall be exempt from chapter 76.  
 
(e) The authority shall annually elect the chairperson and vice chairperson from among 
its members.  
 
(f) The members of the authority appointed under this section shall serve without 
compensation, but each shall be reimbursed for expenses, including travel expenses, 
incurred in the performance of their duties. 

 
Additional language may be necessary to codify these amendments in statute.  Our organization 
stands by ready to work with your committees as needed. 
 
It is important to address our housing affordability crisis and to do this we must work together 
and Put Community First in ALOHA Homes.  The proposed amendments would mandate a 
development process that is informed by community, for community and in a manner that is 
respectful to Hawaiian culture, the environment, and our communities. 

Mahalo for your time, leadership and consideration.  PASS SB1 WITH AMENDMENTS and 
Put Community First in ALOHA Homes. 

 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Jeff Gilbreath 
Executive Director 
808.587.7653 
jeff@hawaiiancommunity.net 
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SB-1 
Submitted on: 1/25/2019 11:17:29 PM 
Testimony for HOU on 1/31/2019 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Mike Golojuch Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support SB 1.  We need to take all measures available to reduce the housing 
shortage.  

Michael Golojuch, Sr. 

 



SB-1 
Submitted on: 1/26/2019 1:14:26 PM 
Testimony for HOU on 1/31/2019 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Sarah Chinen Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

What I especially like is that this is for local families.  May I also suggest that developers 
that are building for profit (i.e. luxury condos and ones that mask their profit by providing 
a very small percentage of units as "affordable") be charged a surcharge on units priced 
$500,000 and above, with a higher surcharge as the price gets higher.  This surcharge 
can be used to continue to build truly affordable housing for locals and locally minded 
folks. 

We do not want Hawaii to be the investment playground of non locals to whom the 
developers target for their own profit pockets.  If Hawaii is then called "unfriendly" to 
foreign and non local investors, then so be it.  Their fat wallets are not welcome if it 
pushes out locals from being able to afford to live where they grew up.   

Thank you very much, 

Sarah Chinen 

 



SB-1 
Submitted on: 1/28/2019 5:13:39 PM 
Testimony for HOU on 1/31/2019 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Teri Heede Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  



SB-1 
Submitted on: 1/29/2019 3:32:00 AM 
Testimony for HOU on 1/31/2019 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Randy Gonce Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  







SB-1 
Submitted on: 1/30/2019 10:12:24 AM 
Testimony for HOU on 1/31/2019 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jennifer Shishido Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Clearly, affordable housing for low and middle income families is in crisis.  Private 
development has not risen to the challenge so government must take action.  Although, 
not what most Americans consider the home of their dreams, it is a good starting step to 
enable residents to afford home ownership in safe, nurturing communities, and still 
leave a legacy for their descendents.   

I fear that if we don't take action now, our children and their children will not be able to 
afford to live in Hawaii.  We must take action now and SB 1 is a great starting point.   

As we progress through the various mechanisms to ensure the quality of life for all 
Hawaii's people, I encourage those who lead us to keep in mind that the projects must 
be seen as fair and equitable to us, the taxpayers, in order to succeed.  Keep and 
enforce the rules with adquate penalties to deter cheaters. 

It is a different world than what I grew up in more than 60 years ago, and we must adopt 
new ways and lifestyles which will enable us to share this planet and be it's caretakers 
for our future generations.  Thank you for allowing me to offer testimony in support of 
this bill  

 



SB-1 
Submitted on: 1/30/2019 4:29:57 PM 
Testimony for HOU on 1/31/2019 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Chris K Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I support the intent of the bill to provide residents with more housing.  It's good that the 
production of housing in this bill is focused on owner-occupied housing and not 
investment housing.  However, I wonder how people feel about the leasehold feature of 
these units.  Why not just produce thousands of rentals with cheap rent, like around 
$500 per month?  No need to worry about resales and shared appreciation. 
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SB-1 
Submitted on: 1/30/2019 9:33:56 PM 
Testimony for HOU on 1/31/2019 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Nate Hix Individual Support Yes 
 
 
Comments:  

If Hawaii intends to allow home prices to be affordable for the average resident, we 
should give the government the ability to sell homes at affordable prices. SB1 will begin 
do that. 

 

chang2
Late
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Joint Committee Hearing 
January 31, 2019, 1:15pm in Conference Room 225 

 
Senate Committee on Housing, Chair Chang and Vice Chair Kanuha 

Senate Committee on Water and Land, Chair Kahele and Vice Chair Keith-Agaran 
Senate Committee on Government Operations, Chair Thielen and Vice Chair Inouye 
 
RE: Testimony in SUPPORT of SB1, SD1 

 
Chair Chang, Chair Kahele, Chair Thielen, and members of your respective Committees: 
 
I come to you today as a resident of Honolulu in Support of Senate Bill 1 as an opportunity to make 
considerable impact in the availability and affordability of housing for Hawai!i residents. 
 
Affordable housing is a complex issue that will be accomplished only through a wide range of programs 
that serve various segments of our community through both public and private projects.  That said, the 
need is significant and by most measures is growing.  Current day demand and near-term projections for 
affordable housing for households living at or below 80% of the area median income far out-pace the rate 
of all development combined.   
 
Mass transit has long been a critical component of denser growth, and with the Honolulu Rapid Transit 
project continuing construction through the urban core, building dense affordable housing along the rail 
corridor is an opportunity for transit oriented development that builds communities in which families can 
live, work, and play.  This bill seeks to provide the mechanisms that will allow for proactive and aggressive 
action that addresses our affordable housing crisis with the urgency it demands. 
 
I would also encourage support of amendments that seek to clarify the intent of the bill as primarily 
residential rather than commercial, ensure land disposition processes are not waived to ensure protection 
of the public land trust, limit the potential to increase new demand before existing demand is addressed, 
and maximize opportunities to those in our community we have a unique constitutionally mandated 
responsibility towards including beneficiaries of the Hawaiian Homes Commission Act and the Office of 
Hawaiian Affairs. 
 
I urge you to vote in favor of SB1, SD1 and thank you for the opportunity to share my manaÔo on this 
important issue. 
 
 
 
 
 
Rebecca Justine ÔIolani Soon 
 

chang2
Late


	SB-1
	SB-1_Roderick Becker


